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Pilgrims vs Indians Football Match
Divide into two teams, Pilgrims and Indians.  Cut apart the question cards and mix them 
randomly, placing them face down.  Cut apart and assemble the football.  Place the 
football on the 50 yard line.  Turn a question card over.  If it has a pilgrim hat it is for the 
pilgrims.  If it has a bow and arrow the cad is for Indians.  If they answer correctly they get to 
move the ball ten yards toward their end zone.  Turn over another card and answer 
according to whose mascot is on the card.  First team to move the ball to their end zone 
wins.

The place the Pilgrims first built 
their homes and settled was not 
named by them, but by earlier 

explorers.  What was their colony 
called?

Plymouth

What was the name of the ship 
the Pilgrims sailed to America 

in?

Mayflower

The first place the Pilgrims 
landed had no fresh water so 

they didn't stay.  Where did they 
first land?

Cape Cod

Which year did the Pilgrims sail 
to America?

1620

What was the name of the 
person in charge of the Pilgrim's 

defense?

Miles Standish

Before the Pilgrims left the ship 
they made an agreement that 
said how they would govern 

themselves and which laws they 
would all follow.  What is this 

agreement called?

Mayflower Compact

Who was the leader of the 
Pilgrims and the second 

governor of the colony after 
William Brewster's death?

William Bradford

During the first winter the 
pilgrims did not have enough 
food or shelter so they were 
hungry and many got sick. 

About what percentage of the 
people died the first winter?

Almost 50%.  45 of the 102 
passengers died.

After the first deadly and 
difficult winter the captain of the 

ship offered to take back any 
Pilgrims who wanted to return 

to England.  How many accepted 
the offer?

none

Name at least one reason the 
Pilgrims wanted to come to the 

New World.

Religious freedom/economic 
opportunity 

About half of the Pilgrims were 
part of a religious group that 

had fled England so they could 
worship freely.  What was their 

sect called?

Separatists
(not Puritans)

The religious Pilgrims actually 
left England ten years before 
they sailed to America.  Where 

were they living in the 
meantime?

Holland



The Pilgrims were not the first 
Europeans the Indians had seen. 
Who else had appeared on the 

eastern shores?

Fishermen and traders
(they had been visiting for about 
100 years before the Pilgrims)

What was the name of the Indian 
who lived with the Pilgrims and 
taught them to hunt, fish, and 

farm?

Squanto

What was the name of the Indian 
chief who made a treaty of peace 

with the Pilgrims and traded 
with them?

Massasoit

What trick did the Indians use 
when planting corn that made it 

grow strong and well?

Planted a dead fish with the 
seed, which fertilized the plant

The Indians in the northeast had 
three main crops they called the 
three sisters.  What were these 

crops?

Corn, beans, and squash

How long did the peace treaty 
signed between the Indians and 

the Pilgrims last?

50 years
(It was broken by the Indians, 

after all the original signers were 
dead)

When the Pilgrims landed in the 
New World, there were no Indians 
living in that place.  What had 

happened to them?

The entire tribe died of disease 
introduced accidentally by 

Europeans.

The Indian who befriended the 
Pilgrims spoke English very well. 

How had he learned it?

He had been kidnapped by 
traders twenty years earlier and 
taken to Spain and then England. 

He finally returned with some 
friendly fishermen just before 

the Pilgrims arrived.

The Indians traded with the 
Pilgrims.  Name at least one 

thing the Indians had that the 
Pilgrims wanted.

Furs/food

The Indians on the Eastern coast 
had money called Wampum. 

What was the money made of?

Shells made into beads

What was the name of the tribe 
that helped the Pilgrims and 
made a treaty of peace with 

them?

Wampanoag

Name at least one animal the 
Indians hunted for food.

Deer/turkey/geese/fish


